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| THE DAISY DESIGN WHICH HAS
BECOME ALMOST TOO POPULAR

ECENT disclosures of the use of
murked eards in gambling games

have resulted in other revelations of far
greater importance’ than the loss of even

. hundreds of thousands of dollars to men

who could afford to lose if they eould af-
ford to play.
to have pummelled another man and

tossed him ont of an uptown residence
into the dawn of the New Year is of
little interest except to the Broadway
gossips. Both of the men were well known
along the Rinlto. This fist fight after the
ery of “erooked cards” is an incident ym-
portunt chiefly because it is amusing.
Even “big games” matter little except to
the members of the masenline sewing eir-
eles orgavized in lounges of certain popu-
lar liotels,

What startles most is the fact that there
f5 a licensed business from which Unele
Snm eolleets toll, and which, while it may
not have heen the original inteniion,
teaches the young idea to cheat,

Is Legalized Industry.

The manufacture of marked eards is
a legalized indusiry and a thriving one.
Bo thriving 15 it that one firm aione soid
nine thousand decks of these “readers.” as
the marked camls are called, in New York
cily during the month of December at
one dollar a deek.

T'rue, these cards are manufactured and
gold for magicians, nmateur and profes-
sional, and not for the use of eard sharks,
By the same token, pistols are sold for
the protection of homes and not for use
of bupglars, But there is no Sullivan law
eontrolling the ownership or possession
of marked enrds, =

Marked eards for legerdemain cap:be
purchased openly in novelty stores every-
where by persons of any age. That these
“readers” fall into the hands of profes-

siotial gamblers is not of -any interest to”

thie mannfactover,
nmake the eards,

Heg -has 5_liesnge to
Tt fortunes are won

and lost through the misnsé of “readers” .

is not the fanlt of the men who designed
and eopyrighted these eards,  Theéy have
to pay a revenue tax of 8 cents on each
dollay deck, -
=0 the whole blame, if tllere is any,
should be placed on the dlready over-
burdened ghoulders of Uncle Sam, who is
receiving revente from a business which
i< in fuct, éven if not by intent, jeopar-
dizing the morals of young America,

Call Them Readers.

Thiat one man is reported

plo of the earth, We wanted money, hut
we didn't battle for if the same way
men do now. Theve bad been, for ex
ample, no attempt to form a burglary
trust and muake breaking and entering o
comparatively safe and profitable busi-
ness.

#Jt was an age when the magician drew
large erowds to the theatres, How many
of tham are appearing successfully now
a8 tompared with the number featured
ten, fifteen and twenty years ago? True,
those who are showingare successful, be-
causs logerdemain always will delight
the young and those who ehoose to stay
young.

YAt first there was only a fair demand
for the marked cards, As n matter of
fact, in the rural distriets, playing eards
wers taboo in many homes, Stendily,
however, I saw my business grow unfil
now I ean't begin to fill the orders I have
for ‘readers’ alone.”

Whether it is the growing tendency of
youth to give thig old world a liftle mare
gus, “step on it" and the deuce with who
or what is in the way, or whether it is the
fact that young Ameriea is getting “wise”
instead of wisdom, could not be answered
by My, De Land.

“Greed,” he ventured.

“And mostly. the joy of chealing?" if
wag suggested.

“I don't propose to godioto the psychol-
ogy of the thing)” he rephed. “All that
I know is that orders are coming in from
all over the world, only a fow countries
excepled. Even in China my cards nre
being sold, and in New York eity alone
duriug. the manth of December we sold
9,000 dollar decks.”

From this statement one ean understund
the sorrow of the embryo cheals in.the
store uptown. Tog-wany were getting
“svige,” unless all gtlese decks went fo
would be mugiciangs - -

Tax Paid Beforehand.

“You understand that every one pf thesa
packs of marked cards is sold with the
distifiet understanding that it is to he
used for legerdemain,” suid Mr, De Land.
“When the cards are shipped from wmy
place the revenue tax of 8 cents las
been phid on each deck and there are in-
cluded printed instructions and a warn-
ing: ‘This pack-of eards is sold to you
for the sole purpose of use for legitimate
magical énterfainment and under no con-
siderstion is it to be used for gambling
or dishonest purposes,’ Tlere, I contend,

y AT e m, nsibility ends.

.Tlm following cu.m'ersnnon in & small {Iﬁ:tural bzrn shats ‘ox thiss. who
cieuy glore t!ptl.fwn 18 An e_xllmpla of what have learned to love to eheat have mis-
the I\:Pulla of this country is Immg: taught: g my eards, all I can say is that pistols

“Gimme a deck of readers” The o1 0o hean misused
sponker i3 & yowng man who has in his | f . L ok
liand & elipping from a newspaper telling &1 9L QNI jp-AL GRS, 1D SND
: ; these things out of the hands of the un-
about the recent gambling exposures. - : . 4l of the d o
“What d'you mean readers?” A clerk, * Flapuluus, ot me te i et
Ty L, vioh X A of the plates from which were printed
aliont nineteén vears old, answers with the Sk T Balieve were i P I
question and gazes iunocently and yet M &:}ew !Lm '_Bﬁn::s.h”u( A
serrchingly at the prospective purchaser. mE efu' UL 438 SF gy

“Aw, can that. You know what I W 1th_0ut s doubt I could have made a
mean. There's-a bunch of ssps down the snhst&uhn} fortuns out of the manufae-
bull this aflernoon and they ain’t wise." ture of ”."‘s orua deck alone. It was cal!ed

“(i'wan, thev's all wise to this stoff now, Do Laod’s Wonder (.'ur(_!u and sold forltu'a
Yepecinlly sineé the story’s'in the papers. dollars a pack. ,I uhw:m_ml the copyright
You can't use the old cards any more, ’f.r;r thesa plates in 1915 in my own name.
at:d besides we arve all sold out sines the The mm‘k% WerD QN thp cdgt-.;q Aod Imuhl
otler day when that story eame out. We be rcm_l u:lt]mut detection, hq{m_n“[,'r L
gotta get a new graft.” put this deck on fh'ﬁ market it fell inle

“Aw, and these guys is soft.” Flm hands of an Italian Black Hand gang

This conservation way not be typieal, souten Keteps,
but it is true (o memory. From thess I learned that the cards bad been pur-
‘boys it was learned that “no one but ¢hased from Hamley Brothers, Ltd., 35
bonhs" play stud poker without having a New Oxford El'l‘!!l!t W. C, London, :md
“phoney deck to shove” into the game, so A W. Jamage, Ltd., London. These were
it was not surprising to find later that the agents for my novelties in the British
big gumes in which marked cards ave used melropolis. Such bavoe was wrought
are not at all uncommon. with this deek at Monte Carlo and Baden-

Was Magicians’ A Baden that I decided to take it off the

. al" lgimlllu lxle. i umrku('.ld Its t]nngt:;msf edgorr‘;'n;:mgkays-

The question was where the marked {om made it possible for ea wrks 1o
enrds come from, and the name of De cut the deek l:t)any card desired, even
Land being on the majority of the cards when the pack had been shuffled. For that
gold in the novelty shops, this manufac- reason I destroyed the stoek of ‘wonder
turer, Theodore L. De Land, was visited cards’' T had on hand and also had the
in Plainfield, N. J, For twenfy-five plates melted.
veara Mr. Da Land has been making 2
trick eards and other novelties for the use Gave Away First Deck.
of magivinns, both stage and parlor, and “The plates were eleetrotyped by the
hius been an extensive advertiser of the Welsh-Royal Electrotype Co,, Philadal-
f:!"tr;nui.nf his_lwnresl. 1 e phia. ;\I mnn“i'.n?nentr-dl with this com-

“There’s nothing T need to hide” he pany, Adam M. Joyee, later superinten-
said when questioned shont his business, c]]ml, of the mint at Philadelphbia, ar-
=45 n maiter of fact there wre many ranged with me for the work, for whieh 1
things T should like fo divolge but which paid $80. I presented to him the first
T'eannot becsuza the reputetions of eer-  deck made.
tain hig men mights suffer, - “While T realized it was my duty to

“When 1 started maKing these things take the ‘wonder eards’ off the market
it was an sge of parlor entertainment,” 1 did not feel it was up to mo to destroy
ho said. “The earth was not breaking all my business entirely by stopping the
$he speed laws and neither were the peo- manufacture and sale of the dollar decks,

]
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whieh had become popular for parlor and
stage entertainment everywhere. From
time to time I had heard of gamblers
using tha cards, but T felt thut my fre-
quent exposure of this practice wonld be
sufficient to protect the public or lhatnan_
of it which needed protection, I coh-
tinned and still continue to-sell wy eards
with the instructions and warnings, so [
felt that for my part L was not respon-
sible.
The Gambler’s “Slrginer." .

“And, as a matter of fuot; T doubt very
mreh if Do Land curds have beem used
lately by professional gumblers; for the
hucks are beeoming too widely known.
My readers are based on the elock de-
sign. That i8 to say, I have ciroular fg-
wres on the baeks swith dols arranged hike
the bours af a cdock, or twelve spekes, us
in & whealj.or the daisy :lmum vu;!l R
cortain, pejal fqmm;_r ¢ N nbloe wonkd
wyer think of usine tiEmaardd, although
T know of senses in ti«n»pn-t “where they
were infroduced mth—-m:m:'em in ecrtain
big gmnes iG-YRashingbon= =

“More inportant to-the- poﬁcu- player,

- .'_uml capecidhy the stud phryers. might be
cerlain distldknres n-__rclrdm;_c.llle tricks of

(e professional grmbler-

“0f course most every one knows of
the ‘shiner, the ring gamblers sometimer
wenr af they are |1mm' with the in-
experienced, This ring, wiueh 18 worn
on the little finger, 1].l: imseried an the
pelm side a little mirror which reflects
the index of tho bottom eurd. In mony
games in which the cards are cut "the
knowledgo thus obiained is valuable to
thie dealer. The publicity which has been
given the ‘shiner, especially through be-
ing offered for sale in adverfisements of
novelty eompanies, has made its use rather
dangerous. As a matter of fact all rings
are looked upon with suspicion nowndays
in big games.”

Mr. De Land was asked if thoe statement
is trne that all ploying eards can be
read by those who know the seeret of the
diraigns,

“1f I did not understand the reason for
that question I might ba inclined to
smile,” waa the snswer. “But I suppose
the statement found eireulation becauso
of the number of counterfeited cards in
existence.

“I would be willing to take oath, al-
most, tliat there never has been manufae-
tured by the recognized mukers of play-
ing eards one ervooked deck, However,
1 do know that probably every one of the
standard backs of playing cards has been
econnterfeited and doctored in such a way
as to make them perfect readers, These
eards can be obtained by these who
lknow where to go.

“Angel Face” Cards.

“As one can see, thess cards are even
more dangerous than mine.  For example,
n group of men are accustomed to playing
gtud poker, The stakes are high enough
to make a mon risk cheating. Or there
is n member of the party who just cheals
beeause he loves to chent. We'll say for
example that the statement has been made
at one of the gnmes when an effort has
heen made to change the eards: ‘No, we'll
stick to angel face eards; these are stand-
ard backs and no one will be under sus-
picion,

“A remark of this kind ia nsually made
with a smile, but it meets with approval,
and angel face eards, red and blue backs,
and known sverywhere, are always in the
gaine.

“Now .T know for & faet that angel
face cards have been counterfeited and
prited in quantity, What is to binder
the cheat in the party of friends from
obtaining several of theso decks and in-
treducing them into the game?”

Mr, De Land produced & eounterfeit-

llegitimate “Readers” Legalized Under Guise TR
of Trick Devices—Maker’s Own Story /4
Shows Enormous Demand-—More.

Than %000 Packs Being Sold

in December Alone
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oliwle dial, For exnmple, in the
jack of spades the valie of the
eard I shown Ip the dotted cr-
el 11 will be noticed that ons
of ths Jotx (e s little larger than

the redt. Taking the numbers on
the cloek fram the  hous one
(aca) to the hour twelve ((ueenk
10 In cnsy to spe (ot Lhin card in
B juclc (eleven),

Now to tell the sull, remember
that the key i the compass, tha

north being diamonds, 1he cast
irlghit)y clube, the south hearts
and the west spades. Eo if one
of the four compass dots in the
cenmira  spiie of the cirele
)arger than the otbers it telly
the sult. Thercfore this card i
the jack nf snades (west), When
nane oY the dots in the ercle 1
enlarged the ened in o king. The
snmo eystem holds in other de
slgns, the compass poiniy belng
the opemings on the alde of Lhe
eirela and the card pointed Yy
the petal missing from the daisy
The same is troe of tha teey of
liearts, oniy irr this case the dot
missing from the cirels (8 the

valie of the sard and compass S

design 18 in the Crotre

THE MISSING DOT BACK

)
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ONE of the LATER DE LAND DECKDS
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ONE of the FIRST DPESIGNS PUT-OUT by
THEODORE, L. DE LAND

ed deck of the angel face eards, He also
has a fair deek. Tha seeret of the read-
ers was in the wings, and once known wns
scen to be easy to read. However, chances
for delection wera about a million to one,
the manufacturer contended.

Many have been the stories nbout eards
which have been marked in such a way
that those with sensitiva fingers ean read
them by toueh, We have read many yarus
about the experts who could “strip a
deck,” that is, separate eertain cards by
deft manipulation, We have seen card
manipulators on the stage make the little
pastehoards appear and disappear, but
what most of us did not know was that
Unele Sam is exacting toll from & busi-
ness {hat makea it possible for the mer-
est child fo becowe an expert gumbler
among his eomrades,

For tha world has quickened its pace,
and the boys of to-day are not satisfied
to play marbles “for keeps.” One hegina
to wonder what our grandmothers would
think of our children, .

The present is the day of the “sure
thing" gambler, the “sure thing" fighter
and the “sure thing” business man, wius
an opinion offered by a man who knows
lis New York and his neighbors as o
whaole,

“One never lokes a chanes nowadays
if he's smArt,” this man, who has been a
gambler all of his life, asserted, “It's
trie there’s one born every minute, but
ingtend of two to eateh him the line forms
to the right.

Pursue the New Rich.

“A man makes a million dollars—ihey
say the first million is the hardest to get—
and then vou should see the rush of the
sura thing army. They attack him from
all sides, snd howthey do help themselves
to his bank roll! And the strange part
df it is he seems to like it. He's a good
sport and he likes to play for the sake
of playing. That he loses he takes as a
matter of eourse, as he never has had time
to learn tho game, It really is eriminal

'y

to ‘take’ » man like that, because as arule
lin's a Simon pure eitizen who descrves
better treatment.

“But for the other kind, the man of
wealth and, yes, posilicn, who cheats not
becanse be needs the money but becsuse
he was born crooked and likes it, the
gambler hns no use at all.

T hold no brief” for the so-called pro-
fessional gambler, but he's a wholo lob
better than the rich man who cheats hia
friends. If n man plays in what is
known ns a gambling house game he

might expect o have to keep lis eyves a
little wider open than usual. But when
men who are friends and business asso-
ciates gather for play it should not be
necessary to look with suspicion upon
any one of the players around the table

“However, it is at this kind of game
that a cheat 15 able to play for a long
while without being caught, for one i3
inelined  to suspeet ervooked play
among friends.  OF course, wlen the ox-
plesion comes it finds wide publicity for
the reason the players wsually are of con-
giderable fmportance. Then for a while
evory one takes a shot at gamblers and
gumbling, which I suppose is as it should
be. But if they would only go after the
rich cheats, all sports, cards, races, haze-
ball, ves, snd everything upon which
money can be risked, would have a better
following and longer hife.

“Why, 1 Lave seen rich men fix races
just for the sake of putling sometling
over, and I've seen them fix races for the
gntisfaction of knowing they couldn't lose,
But thesse men are wot gamblers. Men
like that cheat at solitaire. \\'ith that
gort, chieating 15 an obsession,

“The men of that kind were the boys
ws used to refuse to play with beeauss
they peeked through their fingers when
they were ‘it at hide-and-go-zeck.”

The gambler waa not far wrong, but the
trouble is that the hide-and-go-seek age of

not
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THEODORE

L
DE LAND,

MANUFACTURER. of
‘READERS" or TRICK CARDS.

city is younger and shorter than it
used to be in the country.

Nowndays we find the boys matehing
pennies, then nickels, then dimes. Then
they go through the eraps shooting age,
during which some “wise” one suddenly
berins to win all the money. He hns
found how to manipulate “phonies” or
loaded dice. The game gets too tame for
him, so Le branches out and looks for
“gaps” or “suckers” or “easy marks,” or
whatever he chooges o call the “boobs”
from whom he is sure to win unless found
out.

A policeman who seems to take a de-
Jight in breaking up alley games of eraps
wis asked one day why he didn't “let the
little fellows play. “They aren’t really
doing any barm,” said the interested by-
stunder, who added, “I was a kid once
mvself”

“Nob doing any barm!” exclaimed the
gunrdion of the alley. “With one of them
in there workin' o pair of loaded dice on
the little fellows who need every penny
they make! Harm! I'll show them.” And
Lie did.

Now the Poker Games.
With the passing ot the alley dice game
comes the poker game. Young America

the

* learns quickly, everything, the good and

the bad, and so it is natural be ghould
learn how to cheat,

So in the next stage we find a quiet
Sunday allernoon game in the rooms of
the Blackbird Social and Athletio Club.
The atbletic equipment usually 15 a set
of broken indinn elubs and the decoration
a faded ehroma of John L. Sullivan. The
game—sind poker—is the regular Sunday
afternoon programme, The week's pay
usually is the stake of each player and

freczeout Lo the call,  Which means
that the pluy 1= to continne until one man
L= ol the money

l4 it any wonder that on a bright

Sunduy evening one of the members of
the club finds himself in the alley won-
deting what happened to him?

Ie shakes himself back to earth, so
tn speak, and goes home. He has taken
a beating; e has been called a eheat and
e hus been thrown out of the elub, but
he bas a bank roll. That is the main
thing to a youth of his lraining.

5o he eeks new fields to conqguer.

It is bot & step from the “social” club
in sweater and cap lo the room of &
fashionable hotel with a dinner jacket for
& front, a bank roll for an opening wedgn
and an inereasing number of new friends
and playmates made through judicious
spending,

Unele Sam miglhit well consider himself
fortunate that in the games “enjoyed”’
by his young sons the clieats are in the
minority, But Ameriea is inquisitive and
quie k to learn,

e e P |
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Beauty
MAN was senfed heside o swift
mountain stream in the Far West
eating his luncheon. A bird note, like the
tinkle of a silver bell, struck his ear. He
was always interested in woodland music,

80 he paused with a sandwich half way fo

A

his mouth, listened and watehed for the |

The note wns one that he had
In a few moments a

songster.
never heard before.
siate gray, dumpy bird about the size of
a robin, with o short, eurved beak and nn
upright, wren like tail, alighted on a
boulder in the stream not far from where
he gat, The bird was the Ameriean dip-
per or water ouzel.

Now thie man had read of the exquisite
song of thig bird, but had never before
heard it. The little fellow threw np his
head, poured forth his liquid elear, tin-
kling note, the very spirit of the wild. He
was presently joined by bis mate, and the
two sat upon the roek and watched the
wan.  They were quile tame, and they
cams to pick up the erumbs tossed to
them. A few rods below the stream ran
nh;mr the foot of a basalt eliif. The
female dnshed aeross the stream, alighted
on a shelf of rock, and entered a tuft of
moss that hung just nbove the waler, so
near that the spray dashed ovar it Ina
short time she reappeared, apparestly sat-

of the American Dipper

isfled that the man had not molested her
domicile, end joined her mate. By look-
ing closely he counld see a round opening
among the moss,

He waded acrosa the stream on a voy-
age of discovery, The tuft of moss was
a neat 50 ennningly devised and so adroitly
hidden that it was well nigh invisible.
Four millkk whito dgzs reposed on a solt,
damp hed. The pair made much ado
about ths man's intrnsion, but lie left
them in peace,

The Amariean dipper is ona of #he most
interesting and peecaliar of all onr nalive
birds. The bird 14 sy and retiring. It
frequents the swift mountain streams of
the Rocky Mountain region and nover ap-
pronches human habitations. Only tae
angler who penetrates the unsettled moun-
tain regions is familiar with these birds,
and ha knows of them only as he hears
their notsy elatter as they flit from rock
to roek,

Although the dipper has no web feet It
is an expert swimnier, or rather Mier, he-
neath the water, for it seems to make use
of its wings to move ahout in that eloment.
No matier how swift the enrrent, the fillle
¢hap tumbles in, pell-mell, and serambles
about on the bottom in search of food. One
day this man surprised a half grown
dipper sitting on & rock in midstream
where tha water p:ured down in a tor-

-

vent.  Ho pre mptly plunged in and the
man Jost sight of him. He watélied down-
stromm, expeeting to see the bird come to
the snrfaee tossed about like a chip; but
he did nothing of the sort.

Afte P sever 4l minutes the man oceupied
the rock he had vacated and prepared to
cast ln flies into the foot of a considérable
full. Sithng demurely on a narrow shelf
of rock wns lis bird, Ilow he managed
to make hin way there acainst the rushing
or wos o mystery. He scemed so much
at hiome in the water that the man decided
to tty nn cxperiment.  1de ¢hased the bird
rrom i perea and futo the water he
went, In o Yow seconds the little ereature
was seen beneath the fall, making his way
aeross the stream, He came out on the
side and scolded the man for his
im]wﬂinl‘ni‘t‘.

It 15 quite common to see these birds in
winler, when [he slrenms are partially
frozen, feeding beneath the ice. They
ereep along the bottom, picking up inscets,
andd are plainly visible through the elear
el and witer

In seientifie elassification the dipper
pesition midway botween the
wrens and the thrushes, and his name
comes from his peeunliar habit of bowing
or dipping gracefully when he meets you.
Heo has another most amusing habib—thsd
of winking in a roguish manner,
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